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Hiking.
Mystery.
And more.
2017-18 has been another busy year 
for the group from Camps, Shows, 
Walks, Dinners and Fun had by all! 
 
First we would like to say a massive 
thank you to Mark Bodycot, Mark stood 
down as the Groups Chair/Manager in 
October last year after being in the roll for 
over 10 years. He has drove the group 
forward with arranging fundraisers, 
equipment and giving his time to help 
at section evenings and camps. Mark 
is still staying to help the group by 
looking after the general maintenance 
and support for group fundraisers. 
We would like to thank him for all his 
time and effort over the past years.  
 
The group has been raising funds in 
a variety of ways this year from a 20 
mile Sponsored Hike, BBQ and tea 
toom at Syston Carnival, a speedy 
afternoon with a hall full of Scalextric 
Track, a dramatic evening with a 
Christmas themed Murder Mystery 
Dinner and a toe tapping Pop Quiz! 

 
All the money raised this year and over 
the past 2 years have been to improve 
our building which will give our young 
people more opportunity to enjoy 
fun and adventure while developing 
the skills they need to succeed. 

 
We are looking to start building work 
on our new storage extension for 
new equipment. To find out more 
please to page 18 for more details 
 
If you would like to help in anyway 
with the group from cooking burgers 
at a BBQ to helping plan our next big 
adventure we are looking for people 
to join our Exec Team or Programme 
teams. Please speak to your section 
leader or contact GSL@systonscouts.
org.uk



Gone home. 
But not 
forgotten

Gill Moss was on the executive 
committee when both her boys, Jeremy 
(Jez) & Simon were in the scouts.
 
She became an A.S.L. to Tony Spencer 
in 1976 & when Tony emigrated to 
Canada Gill became Friday night Scout 
Leader. Gill was an active Scout Leader 
and organised regular scout summer 
camps.  

She was Scout Leader for quite a 
number of years, but when Dot Wilkes 
stood down as G.S.L. Gill became the 
next Group Scout Leader in 1983.
She was G.S.L. in Syston Scout group 
for 16 years but eventually stepped 
down & continued her scouting by 
helping out with the Beavers for quite 
a few years.

 
Gill was in most, if not all the Wreake 
Valley Scouts Gang Shows, which cast 
consisted of all ages of members of 
Syston & Queniborough Scout Groups.
 
Gill used to sing in the St. Peters & St. 
Pauls Church choir. A staunch member 
of the Ladies Branch of the Royal British 
Legion, and raising over £4,000 pounds 
for the poppy appeal.
 
Gill sadly leaves behind her 2 sons 
Simon & Jez & 3 daughters, Corinne, 
Nicola & Melissa. The daughters all 
helped at the Gang Shows as make-up 
girls & all the males in the show never 
seemed to mind going to them to get 
their make-up on.

We will always remember Gill and the 
things she has done for Syston Scouts. 
We will be commissioning a plaque so 
her memory in the Group will live on.



Invest more.
Create more.
Do more.
End of year accounts 
March 2017/ Feb 2018

The past year we have been busy raising 
funds and investing it in our Scout 
group to make it even more enjoyable. 
 
Here is a summary of our Group 
Accounts and where the money came 
from and went too.

Receipts 
(Current Account) Total 2018 Total 2017

Fundraising £5,902.02 £2,718.00

Subscriptions £5,576.50 £6,212.00

Grants & Donations £474.00 £711.00

Activities & Camps £25.00 £135.00

Interest £0.00 £0.00

Misc. £405.89 £214.00

Sub Total £12,383.41 £9,990.00

Receipts 
(Subs Account)

Subscriptions (DD) £5,429.00 £4,022.00

Trans to Current -£5,576.50 -£6,020.00

Sub Total -£147.50 -£1,998.00

Receipts (Deposit 
Account)

Transfer from 
Current Account £5,656.00

Interest £2.64 £4.00

Sub Total £2.64 £5,660.00£9,075
in our Building Improvement Fund

So far

We Fundraised

in 2017/2018



Payments Total 2018 Total 2017

Fundraising £795.06 £1,667.00

Utilities £1,419.37 £1,588.00

Insurance £1,445.29 £1,250.00

Repairs & 
Maintenance £1,670.58 £526.00

Equipment £308.28 £1,133.00

Training £0.00 £0.00

Sections £837.99 £927.00

Activities & Camps £0.00 £170.00

Transfer to Deposit 
Account £0.00 £5,656.00

Misc. £257.80 £43.00

Subscriptions (Cap-
itation) £1,980.00 £1,785.00

Sub Total £8,714.37 £14,745.00

Net of Receipts £3,524.18 -£1,093.00

Cash Funds Last 
Year End

Current £5,404.00 £9,708.00

Deposit £9,075.00 £3,415.00

Subs £148.00 £2,093.00

Cash £5.00 £9.00

Total £14,632.00 £15,225.00

Cash Funds This 
Year End £18,156.18 £14,132.00

Actual Money Held

Current £9,072.82 £5,404.00

Deposit £9,078.87 £9,075.00

Subs £0.00 £148.00

Cash £5.00 £5.00

Bank total £18,156.69 £14,632.00

THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT

10% 
Increase in  
membership

 



Pirates,
Marshmallows,
and more
It has been a very busy time for us as 
a colony. New ideas for activities have 
been introduced to Beavers, as well as 
the Leaders.

Activities
The colony has been introduced to 
‘Beaver Sleepovers’. We have had a 
Star Wars sleepover at the Scout Hall 
and a Pirates sleepover at Johns Lee 
Wood. Parents have asked when the 
next one is. These have been a very 
popular activity with the beavers also! 
Parents enjoyed participating in the 
‘District Beavers 1-1 Camps’. Watch 
this space! I am sure there will be more 
Beaver Sleepovers to come.

The Beavers have also come up with 
their own rules to follow whilst at 
Beavers. It is hoped that they will 
remember them as they move through 
the different sections in the scout group.

The Beavers worked towards their 
Team work, Adventure, Personal and 
Skills Challenge badges, as well as their 
Safety, Experiments and their Health 
and Fitness badges. The Beavers are 
also encouraged to undertake other 

activities at home to gain other badges.

19th March - The Beavers practiced 
their Circus skills 
(But no one got through the auditions)!

14th May – The Beavers played 
detectives as they check for clues 
around the Scout Hall. A murder had 
taken place!

4th December – The Beavers got 
dressed up for Christmas and visited 
the OAPs home opposite the Scout 
Hall and sang Christmas Carols to the 
residents.

24th/25th March – Pirates themed 
sleepover at Johns Lee Wood. 
Fun was had by all (although I don’t 
think the leaders had much sleep)! The 
Beavers took part in a Treasure Hunt 
to find the pirates gold, Pirate themed 
craft activities, rubber band shooting, 
child friendly cross bows and children’s 
caving.

Id like to say a big thank you to all the 
parent helpers for assisting with the 
running of some evenings and taking 
part in the activities. Your help is very 
much appreciated and of course not 
forgetting the leaders who also do 
a FAB job at helping out, running/
organising events and the activities.

Thank you all for your support

Anne, Dave, Deborah and Jonathan.





Stars,
Dragons,
and more
We have been to Oaks Scout Campsite 
to have a Fun Day for St George’s Day 
celebrations. 

St George our  Patron Saint. After 
activities we had a camp fire with the 
Charnwood District Cubs and renewed 
our promises.
  
Recently we have been looking at Star 
Constellations. Cubs have also learnt 
how to build a small fire to warm up 
marshmallows.

We have spent time learning about the 
history of scouting, the Cub Scout law 
and promise, as well as the people and 
places relevant to our group today. 

We have discovered nature by going 
out to discuss different trees and use 
vegetables as natural colour pigments 
to help tie-dye some fabric. The 
cubs have also been learning about 
teamwork and team leading through 
various group activities led by both 
leaders and themselves.

We have been to Meet the Mayor at 
Loughborough and learnt the history 
of the court & how the Charnwood 
Borough Councillor’s hold their 
meetings.
  
We also attended the District Camp at 
Calverton. The theme was Circus. 10 
Cubs & 10 Scouts attending & we did 
Fencing, Circus skills, Crazy Golf, camp 
fire songs, Archery & bouncy castles.  
We have done loads of badge work. We 
currently have 19 Cubs and 7 Beavers 
will be joining us soon.

Thank you all for your support

Jackie, Colin, Laura and Callum.





Racing,
Cooking,
and more
Over the past year numbers in the 
troop have fluctuated between 14 and 
20 members. 

We’ve had a number of younger 
members join us from the Cub section 
this year and we now have a relatively 
young troop of extremely keen young 
people.  

As ever we’ve been out and about 
taking part in a wide range of sporting, 
scouting and challenging activities, 
trying to keep the programme fresh and 
as interesting for the young people. In 
addition to all the traditional Scouting 
activities such as Knotting, Pioneering, 
Backwards Cooking, Hiking etc…. we’ve 
also had the opportunity to try some 
new things such as Archery & Air Rifle 
shooting which proved to be popular 
with some very impressive Archers in 
our midst.

We also added even more activities to 
our programme such as Laser Force, 
Swimming, Cycling, Chariot Racing, 
Jump Giants, Photo / Trail Evening, 
Scalextric Evening, Loughborough 
Museum and we have also had the 

Local Police coming down to give us a 
talk and bring one of the riot vans for 
the troops to look around. “Hopefully 
they will not get locked in!!”

We dusted off the tents and got a 
few nights away under canvas, as we 
attending the District Camp in May 
called “Cirque Du Charnwood”. 

This was great fun and saw the Scouts 
using the Nottingham tram network to 
complete a treasure hunt and a spot 
of crazy golf. They also got the chance 
to take part in Archery, fencing and 
try their hand at circus skills with the 
i.Circus team! They span plates, juggled, 
rode unicycles, walked tightropes and 
so much more!

What we intend to see in the months 
ahead is the Troop out and about in 
strength enjoying what Scouting has to 
offer promoting ourselves a little more.

Thank you all for your support

Kevin, James, Alex and team.





Music.
Comedy.
And more.
Summer of 2017 saw the start of hard 
work for upcoming Competitions, 
Fêtes and Parades.

The band entered two competitions 
in 2017; the first was the TYMBA 
Halesowen contest held at the fantastic 
venue, Himley Hall, as part of the Armed 
Forces Day; Second was the TYMBA 
Manchester contest, which was held 
at a local Scout Campsite due to the 
previous venue being demolished.

At both competitions the band was 
fairly successful, placing 2nd at both 
contests and also picking up several 
other trophies.

The band also performed at other 
fêtes and parades including the 
Syston Carnival, Mountsorrel Revival, 
Bulkington Carnival, Queniborough 
and Syston’s Remembrance day 

parades, as well as The Lord Mayor’s 
Show in London.

At the end of 2017, the band started 
work on 2018’s  Sticks & Tones, also 
learning a new routine of music for the 
following year.

Sticks & Tones kicked off 2018, with 
the show being more ‘Youth’ led than 
previous year, and it produced a great 
show of ‘Light Entertainment, Comedy 
& Good Music’. The show also brought 
the end of era for the band, as John 
Smith led the band as Bandmaster for 
the last time, but not before a fitting 
tribute was paid to him with a few 
words from Band members. Quite a 
number of ‘ex’ band members joined 
us on stage too to help celebrate John’s 
time as Bandmaster.

Just a couple of weeks after Sticks & 
Tones, the band entered a Squad of 
eight band members who were all under 
the age of 18, into the Brentwood Drill 
Contest. The contest featured groups 
from other Bands, some Cadets & even 
a school. Our squad put in an amazing 
performance and was rewarding with 
being placed 2nd overall and only 1 
point behind the winners.

So what next for the band? Well we have 
entered into three TYMBA contests for 
2018, plus we have got various fêtes 
and parades coming up.

Stop Press…
Note that preliminary planning is now 
underway for the return of Sticks & 
Tones Episode 14, in the Wreake Valley 
Academy theatre on 23rd Feb 2019, 
details of which will be available very 
soon.

10
th LEICESTER 1st SYSTON

SCOUT & GUIDE BAND
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Looking to
next year
of fun

Looking forward to the next year? We 
are already planning and organising 
for the next academic year in the 
Group. 

We already have some dates and 
events confirmed but still more to come. 
Take a look at what we will be getting 
up to so far!
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Easy.
Simple.
Up to date.
Syston Scout Group will be introducing 
Online Scout Manager to all sections 
in the group at the start of the new 
school year. 

This is an exciting and important change 
to how we will manage payments for 
Subs, Camps and more. Plus gives 
you the chance to find out information 
about what the section is doing and 
what badges they are completing in 
their sections.
 

Main Features are:
• Pay for events and fees
• Sign up to events
• View the programme
• See your child’s badge progress
• Keep their contact and medical info 

up to date
 
Most of you already use school systems 
of a similar nature. The system has been 
running for Scout groups around the 
Country for many years and is simple and 
easy to use for Leaders and Parents alike. 
 
More information will be sent out to you 
over the summer.
 
Take a look here 
www.onlinescoutmanager.co.uk
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Preparing.
for our new
future
Over the past 2 years we have 
been raising funds to improve our 
building which will give our young 
people more opportunity to enjoy 
fun and adventure while developing 
the skills they need to succeed. 
 

We are looking to start building work 
on our new storage extension for new 
equipment. 

In the next year we plan to improved 
access including a access ramp to the 
rear, new toilets with easy disabled 
access, new front gate for a more 
secure but friendly look. We are also 
looking at improving and upgrading 
items in and out of the hall, such 
as re-painting the hall, improving 
the lighting, paving and gardening 
the rear grass area to name a few. 
 
 If you are able to help in any way from 
painting, paving, gardening or general 
help improving the hall. 

Please contact
Maintenance@systonscouts.org.uk
or speak to one of our leaders.




